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Our meeting in print.

About MAICO

The mission of MAICO (Madison Area Intergroup Central Office) is to help A.A. groups within its service area (South
Central Wisconsin) carry the A.A. message. MAICO helps coordinate and facilitate communication and cooperation among
individual A.A. groups, area 12-step and other committees, and components of the A.A. service structure. MAICO provides
needed services that are beyond the scope and ability of any individual A.A. group, and is at all times responsible to the groups

it serves.

M y 5.%14@'%1 Blue Car

It proved that she was really qoing places--didn't it?

We had struck out last deal. | thought it was a
pretty good one. | would seek treatment for my
alcoholism once again, if my husband would
promise not to leave me.

This time it was his turn to break the deal, just
as | had done so many times in the past. | came
home from the doctor's office to find the house
locked, and my husband, my three boys, and all
their belongings gone. He even had enough
nerve to drive away in my new blue car, leaving
me with the old car, which he had disabled
before he left. Now | was really mad! After all,
hadn't | been the household's breadwinner,
employed as a salesperson who needed reliable
transportation to get to my work calls? Didn't |
run all of the household errands, including the
shopping and getting the kids to where they
needed to be? | didn't think it mattered that |

kept a bottle of vodka under the front seat in case
the morning jitters needed calming before an
appointment. | deserved that drink for the drive
home, since | worked so hard. | would use any
excuse to get out of the house to keep my alcohol
supply well-stocked and frequently drank while
driving my boys all over town. | could see only
my own anger and resentment toward my
husband, who had not kept his word.

My drinking had caused a long history of bad
credit issues. | could always rationalize
bouncing a check and paying the overdraft fee of
twenty-five dollars over having to wait until the
next payday to buy a bottle of booze. When |
received a little inheritance, | found one of my
favorite cars, almost new, in the classified and
paid cash for it. After a string of broken-down
vehicles, my new car was a sign to me that my
life was getting better. Only, my life was not
getting better. No matter how many material or
external things | gained, my life while drinking
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continued to spiral downward. 1 filed for divorce

and discovered that the car | so badly wanted
returned to me would be staying in the

possession of my soon-to-be-ex-husband. |
really believed at the time that others were to
blame for my continued drinking.

| had to make a decision. | decided that | must
stay sober in order to see my children and,
hopefully, get my car back. | reluctantly went
back to AA meetings, where | ended up with a
new home group and sponsor. | wasn't sure that
my chance at sobriety would be different this
time around, because | had such a history of
relapsing. But this time around things were
different. | had no place to turn for friendly
direction in my life, so | wholeheartedly turned
to the AA fellowship. | stopped trying to run the
show and for the first time went to any lengths
for sobriety. By working the Twelve Steps of
the AA program and working on changing me,
my life began to change.

Tonight, almost seven years after getting sober,
| spotted my lovely blue car as | was dropping

a"fzkz‘ﬂry ﬂ/‘fﬂz‘erjmpy
P 1ces

The Jack Alexander article in tHeaturday
Evening Post not only began a large influx of
prospective members into AA, it began a new
phenomenon. This new concept in AA was the
beginning of Central Offices and Intergroups.

In the beginning there was the Central
Committee in Cleveland, Ohio, where by
October 1939 - hardly more than four years after
Bill and Dr. Bob first met—a committee of
seven was meeting once per month. The Central
Committee in Akron was formed in the 1940’s
and Dr. Bob was not only a supporter but an
active participant, according to fellow Akron
member Dan K. “Doc used to play an important

off my boys at their dad's house. It had four flat
tires and rust growing along the fenders. Leaves
and bird droppings covered the top.
Symbolically, | felt it had slowly died away and
quit working, just like my old life of drinking.

My children hugged and kissed me and said
that they love me. We look forward to the next
time we'll be together. | got a friendly wave
from my ex-husband out his kitchen window. |
realized that the things that seemed so important
to me while | was drinking are so unimportant to
me today. I'd always thought that external things
would make me whole and happy. Today I
know that by staying sober and doing the next
right thing, | can feel happy, joyous, and free. |
have a full life with the love and respect of my
family and friends. | also have the reminder that
material rewards don't last, but friendships and
love through recovery can be around for a
lifetime.

Kristen M.

part in the Central Committee,” Dan observed,
and the going could get rough: “During the
meeting, sometimes, the words would fly like
you were in a barroom.”

Another early intergroup sprang up in Chicago,
where an AA named Sylvia used her $700
monthly alimony checks to rent an apartment in
the suburb of Evanston, where the first AA
meeting in the area was held in 1939. This was
AA's first organized local service center” . . .
followed by New York City in 1942, which was
then operating out of a clubhouse on
Manhattan’'s West 24th Street

A Columbus, Ohio, intergroup started up in
1943, followed by the Los Angeles Central
Office a year later. “In those days AA wasn't
easy to find - and we kept it that way,” one old
timer, sober since 1940, remembers. “A carefully
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selected group of priests, judges and policemen
knew about AA; our phone number wasn't listed
and could be gotten only from information. That
way we knew that any newcomer who found us
had generally made enough of an effort to
guarantee the sincerity of his desire for sobriety.”
In 1946 the Twelve Traditions were published,
and the Third Tradition -- “The only requirement
for AA membership is a desire to stop drinking”
raised the level of tolerance by rendering
subjective judgment superfluous when it came to
who was sincere and who wasn't.

Many service offices, such as those in Chicago
and Los Angeles, have grown out of a phone
number, listed as belonging to AA, that was in a
member’'s home. Some -- in New York City,
Newark, New Jersey, and Edmonton, to name a
few -- were out-growths of AA clubhouses that
had been set up as hubs for AA activity and
social events. Sometimes the clubs served as
distribution points for AA literature, then began
providing other services as well. Over time the
service operations became entities separate from
the clubhouses. In a surprising number of other
localities -- notably in the Upper Midwest and in
Canada -- intergroups or central service
committees were in existence (some still are)
long before there were actual offices. In
Charleston, West Virginia, the term “intergroup”
was first used in 1953. The association evolved
directly from the first treatment center in the
state, which was founded in 1944. It was called
the Aican Center, Inc., but was fondly referred to
by locals as “the jitter joint.”

Before the first General Service Conference
was held, in April 1951, at least 16 central
offices/intergroups were serving local groups.
Since they predated the formation of the General
Service structure and performed a different
function, they were not a part of the structure
(except in Chicago, where the Area Service
Office and Area Committee are essentially one).
Sometimes over the years there was some
overlapping of services, especially when both
entities were performing similar services, in
Public Information for instance, but eventually,
thanks to shared experience and better
communication, inter-groups and General
Service have pretty much come to work hand-in-
glove.

No one appreciated more than Bill W. the
value of intergroups. Back in 1946 he exclaimed
in the June Grapevine, “Heaven has surely
reserved a special place for every one of them.”
Today there are approximately 1500
intergroup/central offices in the U.S. and
Canada, including local answering services.

Reprinted from the

Akron A4 Archives

Please keep in mind when purchasing items at MAICO, that the
Central Office only accepts Cash or Checks

MAICO is a 501( 3) nonprofit
corporation.
Your donations are tax deductible up t
$2,000 per AA member per ye

Did you know that MAICO Sellsin addition to AAWS & Grapevine materials:

T-Shirts Bookcovers

Bookmarks Key Chains

Medallions

Al-Anon Literature

Coffee Cups Wallet Cards

DVD’s — My namdill W. & more



2010 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF
AL COHOLICSANONYMOUS

The 2010 International Convention of Alcoholics Anonymous will beld July 1-4, 2010, in San

Antonio, Texas with the themi& Vision for You." A.A. members and guests from around the world will
celebrate A.A.'s 75th year at this event with big mestineld Friday night, Saturday night and Sunday
morning in the Alamodome. Other meetings, scheduledhformal, will take place throughout the
weekend in the San Antonio Convention Center and lomiais.

We know many are excited about the International Quiitve and eager for detailed information.
As the time gets closer, additional information abbat@onvention and San Antonio, our host city, will
be provided.

The website will be updated as more information beccamadable. Also, watch for articles in
Box 4-5-9that is mailed to the general service representafieeery group in the U.S. and Canada listed
with G.S.0. and posted on the website.

Convention registration and housing reservations wiero in fall 2009. All necessary
information will be included in the registration packet whitill be available in September, 2009. This
packet will list numbers to call for answers to spgeajuestions about housing, the program, tours, etc.
The information will be mailed to A.A. groups, officesdatontacts around the world and posted on the
website.

Proposed Changesto MAICO By-L aws

The MAICO Steering Committee has been revisinguid¢CO
by-laws since April of 2008.

Copies of the proposed by-laws will be providegdar group
representative at the informational meeting follogvthe Breakfast on
June 2¥. If your group does not have a representatithet
Breakfast, a copy of the proposed by-laws will kmled or emailed
within a couple weeks. Each group will receive Bobdo vote yes or

no on adopting the proposed revised by-laws.
One ballot per registered group must be mailedailed
to MAICO by September 30 20009.



uptoming Beats

2009

Some event flyers on www.aamadisonwi.org or www.area75.0rg

July 3 — 5 — Ontario Campout, 2 miles north of Ontario on State Hwy 131, Speakers, Auction, Pork Roast
Dinner, Pancake Breakfast all 3 days. Questions: 608-337-4588

July 9 — 12 — 13* Annual Keep It Simple Retreat, Washington Island, WI., Island Campground &
Recreation. Registration: $20 per person. Camping fees, hotels separate cost.

July 19 — Foxhall Recovery Grps Picnic, Token Creek Park, Site #5, 11am to 3pm, 6200 Hwy. 51, Shelter 5
Bring a newcomer & dish to pass, Foxhall will provide the main dish. Contact: Barb B 608-209-1635

July 24, 25 & 26 — Chippewa Valley Roundup, Plaza Hotel & Suites, 1202 W. Clairemont Ave. Eau Claire
August 7 -9 — East Central Regional Forum, Peoria, IL

August 8 - MAICO Reps 4" Annual Picnic — Brigham Cty Park, Shelter #1, Cty Rd F, Blue Mounds

Noon to ???, food served at 1pm, AA, Al-Anon & Alateen speakers. Sandwiches & beverages provided,
bring munchies, salad or dessert to share.

August 14 — 16 — 29" Annual Green Lake Roundup, Green Lake Conference Ctr.,, www.glcc.org, Green
Lake, WI. Registration: $10.00/per person

August 20 — 23 — 32" Cornhusker Roundup, Omaha, Nebraska

September 12 — Dist. 31 Mini-Conference, Poynette Dekorra Ch., Hwy CS, Portage, WI.

September 19 — 39% Annual Greater Milwaukee Central Office City Wide Jamboree, Milwaukee
County Zoo, Peck Welcome Center, 10001 W. Bluemound Rd., Milwaukee. Tickets: $24.00

Speaker: Jack C. Hagerstown, MD., Dance to follow. Ticket purchase include zoo admission & parking.
September 27 — Area 75 Pre-Conference Assembly at Madison Senior Center, Madison

October 17 — 7" Annual New Glarus Mini-Conference, 8:30am — 3:00pm, Shepherd of the Hills Ch., 506
12t Ave., New Glarus. Panels, Lunch provided, salads & desserts welcome, raffle.

November 6 — 8 — 58" Area 75 Fall Conference, Heidel House Resort, Green Lake (Area Inventory)
November 13 — 15 — 2009 East Central Regional Forum, with our U.S./Canada General Service Board of
Alcoholics Anonymous, Radisson Plaza Hotel, Kalamazoo Ctr., 100 W. Michigan, Kalamazoo, ML
Register online at www.aa.org

November 14 — 13" Annual MAICO Reps Youngtimers/Oldtimers Workshop, Trinity Lutheran Ch.,

1904 Winnebago St., Madison. 10am to 3pm.

November 20 — 22 — McHenry'’s 20" Annual Soberfest, Grand Geneva Resort, 7020 Grand Geneva Way,
Lake Geneva, WI. They need 300 volunteers. www.soberfest.org

2010

July 1-4 -2010 AAWS International Convention, San Antonio, TX - info out in September 2009



http://www.aamadisonwi.org/
http://www.area75.org/
http://www.glcc.org/
http://www.aa.org/
http://www.soberfest.org/

Thank You’s

April 25 to June 19, 2009

General Fund

Baraboo Afternoon Reflections Grp
DeForest Grps

Dells Delton Grp

Dist. 8 — Beloit

Experience, Strength & Hope Grp
Fitchburg Traditions Grp
Freedom Grp

Friday Morning 12 & 12 Grp

Ft. Atkinson Mon Wed Fri Morning Grp
Grace Lunch Grp

Into Action Grp

Keep It Simple Grp

Lake Mills Our Grp

Learning to Live Grp

Madbook Grp

Marshall 449 Grp

Mauston Monday Night Grp
Monona Serenity Grps

Montello Grps

New Glarus Sobrietyfest Grp
Noon Lunch Bunch Grp

Not a glum lot Grp

Pinehurst Grp

Platteville Monday Night Grp
Portage Serenity at 6pm Grp
Portage Sunshine Grp

St. Dunstan’s Beginners Grp
Richland Ctr Tuesday Night Grp
Rock River Grp

Sauk Prairie Grp

Stoughton Alano Grps

Sunlight of the Spirit Grp
Sunrisers Grp

Watertown Sat. Morning Women'’s Serenity Grp

Windsor Grp
Wisconsin Dells Sunday Night Grp
Working Step Grp

Prudent Reserve
Larry L. - monthly

Answering Service
Anonymous

Marshall 449 Grp

Rock River Grp

St. Dunstan’s Beginners Grp

Gratitude Month

Individual Donations
Anonymous
Anonymous

Dale N.

Tom
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For This,

We Are Responsible Provide as much of the following information as is possible
We need your help and cooperation if ) _
we are to keep up to date about New_ Change_ Help__ Discontinued____
meetings and groups in the area we Group name (if any) Open___ Closed__|
serve. Please let us know of any ) ] ] )
changes to the meetings you attend or Smoking___ Non-smoking___ Signed____ Accessible
to your group so we can pass the Day and time of meeting
information along to our readers. .
Call MAICO with any changes that Location
you know of or fill out this form and Type of meeting
send it to MAICO, 6033 Monona
Drive, Suite 204, Madison, WI Group contact person
53716-3963. Contact's phone number

Also, let us know of any changes in your group's co ntact

person(s):

Name

Position

Phone number

Group name (if any)

Day and time of meeting

Location
Nonprofit
MAICO Organization
Madison Area Intergroup Central Office U.S. Postage
6033 Monona Drive, Suite 204 PAID
Madison, WI 53716-3963 Madison, WI
Permit No. 1562




